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Improving text readability in the

translation classroom

Yvonne Tsai

Abstract

Most English and Foreign Language departments in Taiwan universities and
colleges have made translation-related courses compulsory. Common translation
pedagogy focuses on student assignments and teacher evaluations of those
assignments. This research applies a text readability indicator to assess the
readability of translated texts submitted by the students. The purpose of this
research is to enable students to learn autonomously and improve the
acceptability of their translated texts. A readability indicator can be used to
analyze the complexity of the source text and the linguistic features of a text in a
specific subject field. A readability indicator can also be used to explore the
translation competence of students in different subject fields, and measured
changes in readability can serve as a basis for evaluating student learning effects.
The findings of this research could be helpful in improving the translation
quality of students in the translation classroom.

The participants in this study were 16 students in a translation classroom. In
one semester, texts from five professional domains were introduced. The
domains were news, technology, economy, tourism, and information technology.
Related texts were assigned to the students after the introduction of each
professional area. Every piece of work submitted was copied and pasted into the
readability indicator, which produced a readability score for each student
assignment. Translations with higher readability were analyzed to identify the
differences and specific features of the translation. In class, factors for higher
readability were explained to the students so that students could learn and
improve their translations. Students were then asked to revise their first drafts in
accordance with their readability scores and to process their revised translations
in the readability indicator to determine whether the readability had improved.
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W ARID R 2 B R U E 7 B W L (Doherty, 2002, p. 164; Olohan, 2004, p.
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¥) > THERFM, (HEAFEE) K TiPad HFHE "HEEEOS, 5 (RE
BEME) oW TERAL ) K "iPad B FEHE ) BREMEIN - HREXEQ
BA % LEmR - AR REG RN ER 58 LT No.1,2 2% %4 - iPad
EREAERERERCANBIER  SERBRIRT —WREER  HikEas
EBT = EEADEEZERED LM AREMTREL - ER THAF
B ¥ AWASEER  FAIRT TR - Bh EEZFEETEILTHME
Pl Flesch Reading Ease ~ Flesch grade + 5% ~ A ¥ - 4 4 FH K A K< T #8415 21K
ER - WRASME M AR EEXEZMF U R CETHE LRI EE o T
AOMTHEZEREEDZRES > —AHEE FEZ TR FERAR SRR > 58
HP8 - FEEL PO IREHFRAERR I - F—H2LBEREXR
REZRGEH > TR RM 81 - B DU R AR 2 B e Hl i 2L 2 5
Bt LB EEE -

LERAT (F—RKRREWEHRTY )

Ko HETHFEEAGRE L THE BEE  FaB AEMRNE L
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Flesch
. Flesch
Reading Words Sentences WperSen
grade
Ease

91 70.71 767 24525 14.56 17.09
Z £ 424 097 1695 1.93 222
HME 63.10 6.4 215 10 13.65
A B 71.80 755 245 14.50 1673
N 76.30 96 273 18 21.90

Note: WperSen representing the count of words per sentence equals to
words/sentences.
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% 7 Flesch Reading Ease 3182 3 % 4088 (£ £ 985) K 4182 (1%
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Flesch | Flesch
Flesch | Flesch sentence sentence|complex|complex| WperSe | WperSe
Reading|Reading wordsl | words2
gradel | grade2 sl s2 1 2 nl n2

Easel | Ease2

16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16

4088 41.82| 1389 13.32| 382.44| 352.13| 1556 1650 71.75| 7231 2551 23.68

9.85 9.80 2.61 2.32| 99.65] 112.55 449 486 1836| 18.65 5.99 492
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Reading Ease ~ & S f i 48 5 82 5 — KP4 H3F — K % & » T Flesch grade
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Flesch Reading Ease 486 93750 -1.8624 37374
Flesch grade 234 -5688 -1.545 408
words 264 -30.313 -85.94 2531
|sentences 188 938 =51 2.39
omplex words 558 563 -1.44 2.57
ords per sentence 156 -1.83500 -4.4522 71822

7t Flesch Reading Ease 77 M » &% 4 £ % ffy b % 7 AriE 2 o fi Flesch Reading
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Flesch | Flesch
Flesch | Flesch sentenc | sentenc | comple | comple | WperSe | WperSe
Reading|Reading words1 | words2
gradel | grade2 esl es2 x1 x2 nl n2
Easel | Ease2
AH 15 16 15 16 15 16 15 16 15 16| 15| 14
FIME| 5696 5599 9.64 9.62| 55587 544.69| 32.13| 32.69| 87.73| 8344 1745 16.83
T E 402 495 0.85 1.01| 34.09| 37.66 3.23 3.18 888 10.53 207 2.16

NARTHHFREMEENRK EEFEZTREFEEEERE - BN Flesch
Reading Ease » 5% fn ] 2 § — K -FHEEF — K%K - 1 Flesch grade ~ A4
MRETRZE R FRENERE —R5E > AMRHEA TREERETTHRZLT
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Grt FEEE E R (T=2634 AHE-14 BEMH-002) o ki bt - 5
B AR ABRAEETBRNORTHTEERT

RIEFR LT —RIEFE L i
AW UL T - Flesch Reading Ease X Flesch grade i % {8 41 2 A fL iy 4 & o

K TOULRIRER ) IHME R E £ R
Test Value =0
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean :
Sig. (2-tailed ) Difference Difference
Lower Upper
Flesch Reading Ease 211 -1.06667 -2.8138 6805
Flesch grade 734 04667 -2425 3358
words 020* -8.73333 -15.8451 -1.6215
sentences 469 26667 -5014 1.0348
complex words 373 1.33333 -1.7759 4.4426
words per sentence 080 -41000 -8753 0553

Note: * is significant at the significance level 5%.
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Kb CHRER ) SET R B
Flesch | Flesch
Reading|Reading Flesch | Flesch | | |sentenc|sentenc| comple | comple |WperSe| WperSe
Easel | Eased gradel | grade2 es] es2 x1 x2 nl n2
NEL 14 12 14 12 14 12 14 12 14 12 14 12
FHEE| 6265 6231 9.04 0.12| 515.64| 536.67| 29.00| 2992 82.57| 8592 1&811| 1830
T 6.14 7.15 1.52 1.43| 7503 61.29 5.36 6.53| 16.09| 1487 3.07 2.32
TN TERFA TR EERHER
Test Value =0
95% Confidence Interval of the
Sig. (2-tailed) [Mean Difference Difference
Lower Upper
Flesch Reading Ease 514 30000 -6780 1.2780)
Flesch grade 210 16667 4421 1087
words 324 2.75000 30117 86117
sentences 128 91667 -3087 2.1421
complex words 612 50000 -1.6073 2.6073
words per sentence 321 -44333 -1.3820 4953
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Reading Ease 4 5| % 57.57 (2% #-667) ~ 6027 (¥ £.522) 159095 (12
HET706) TR FALEA T A 60~ 609~ 1 60.7 o =R {F%¥ 2 F 3 Flesch grade
2T KM% BER 056 #E N o FE - Friedman % % Bor Z K FE 2 T4
Flesch Reading Ease ~ 5 8Ufn ] 8L AL B % £ & © Wilcoxon signed-rank test Il :£
— SR ZRFEMZ PHEER T EEENE —RKME R MH kKA F
ZRMZEZEABUN > BT B

R ¢ iPad BFEEE T BSEW AR OS ) NI S LR AT

FME fRiE£ w0/ ME FALEL WAME
Flesch_easel 57.57 6.67 40.50 60.00 65.60
Flesch_ease2 60.27 5.22 50.20 60.90 66.60
Flesch_ease3 59.95 7.06 47.80 60.70 71.10
Flesch_gradel 10.79 2.09 83 10.70 154
Flesch_grade2 10.23 1.79 79 10.00 153
Flesch_grade3 10.23 2.13 72 10.10 155
words1 263.73 126.88 55 225.00 403
words2 27333 131.71 71 231.00 427
words3 27333 130.78 70 230.00 428
sentences] 11.60 4.53 2 11.00 17
sentences?2 12.40 5.17 3 11.00 20
sentences3 12.60 5.26 3 11.00 20
complex1 32.20 13.25 10 31.00 50
complex2 30.87 13.98 7 29.00 50)
complex3 31.60 13.12 9 30.00 49
WperSenl 22.47 5.50 14.80 23.18 35.82]
WperSen2 21.68 5.09 14.80 22.38 36.55
WperSen3 2148 525 14.80 21.40 36.09
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K1 :iPad A% FEE " B4 1 AE OS ) Friedman’'s Test 7 78 14 45 5T

Test Value = equal 3714
Chi-square df Asump. Sig.
Flesch Reading Ease 12.655 2 0024
Flesch grade 7.000 2 300)
words 10453 2 0054
sentences 9.879 2 0074
complex words 3.593 2 166
words per sentence 3.704 2 157

Note: * is significant at the significance level 5%.
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ARy WEEE® 40.88 4182 . 13
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